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Section 1.A) Reading Passages 

 

Finding Niesha’s Courage 

Mr. Roberts had divided the class into groups to do presentations. Each person in the group 

would speak for five minutes in front of the class. Today had been Niesha’s turn. Her legs had 

wobbled all the way to the front of the classroom. Her hands had shaken so badly she could 

not read her notes. As Niesha had spoken, her voice had become softer, trailing off to silence. 

Mr. Roberts had kindly ended Niesha’s part of the presentation even though she had clearly 

not finished. He had also asked Niesha to stay after class for a moment. 

 ―Niesha, I know you’re shy, but you worked hard on this project. I’d hate to see you give up on 

yourself.‖ Mr. Roberts had hesitated, ―If I give you until tomorrow, do you think you can find 

your courage?‖  Niesha had nodded, grateful for the chance. She had gone as quickly as she 

could to her next class. She had kept her head down and hoped the school day would end 

soon.  

When she reached her back steps that afternoon,  Momma was baking. When Momma baked, 

Niesha always watched and chatted with her. Momma always said it was Niesha’s company 

that made her baked goods taste so sweet.  

Momma studied Niesha’s face as she came into the kitchen. ―What’s wrong, Niesha?‖ Tears 

shone in Niesha’s brown eyes. She let the whole story tumble out. Momma was silent for a 

moment, her hands still busy with the cake.  

―Why is it that you can talk to me about anything and everything, but you can’t talk to your 

class?‖ Momma asked. Momma set the timer of the oven and then said, ―Let me show you 

something.‖ 

 Niesha followed Momma to her bedroom. There was a trunk at the foot of the bed filled with 

Momma’s old things. Momma dug around for a minute and pulled out a book filled with 

newspaper clippings and pictures. She flipped the dry, brown pages until she found what she 

was looking for—a blue ribbon that said ―First Place‖ and a picture of herself when she was 

very young, standing with her parents.  

―I won it for public speaking. I started the school year as the shyest girl on the speech team, 

but I ended the year as the blue ribbon winner. It wasn’t easy because I was a very timid girl—

not sure of myself at all. I worked hard, and mostly I faced my fears. You just need to find your 

courage.‖  

That was the second time someone had told her that today. Niesha followed Momma back to 

the kitchen. What was it that made her so afraid?  
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Soon Momma’s gooey, sweet Caramel Melt Cake had risen in the pans. Momma then cut a 

thick slab and put it in front of Niesha. ―There’s nothing better for heartache than Momma’s 

love baked in a cake,‖ said Momma.  

Niesha raised a forkful of warm cake to her mouth. She could taste the caramel, the pecans—

and lots of Momma’s love. All the fear in the world could not take away that love. Niesha felt 

safe in Momma’s kitchen.  

The next day Niesha again walked to the front of the classroom to give her presentation. She 

could feel herself becoming nervous once more. Earlier that morning before school, Niesha 

had borrowed Momma’s blue ribbon for encouragement and folded it into her front pocket to 

take with her. As Niesha faced the class, preparing to speak, she remembered the ribbon in 

her pocket. She thought of the smell of Momma’s kitchen, the old newspaper clippings, the 

safety she felt at home, but most importantly, Momma’s supportive words. Niesha took a deep 

breath and began to speak with confidence. Today she found her courage. 

 

1. She had kept her head down and hoped the school day would end soon. 

What caused Niesha to act this way?  ( Draw conclusion) 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. If the author were to add a paragraph to the end of the story, what would it most 

likely be about?  (Prediction ) 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How does Niesha’s character change in this story?     (Characterization) 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What is the theme of the story?     (Theme) 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Who is the narrator of the story?  (Narrator) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Her Own Room 

But now, finally, Dana was going away to college, and the room would be Isabel’s alone. She 

had waited forever for this moment.  

As Dana dragged her duffle bags into the hallway, Isabel lay on the bed. She imagined what it 

would be like to hang up her own posters on the spaces vacated by Dana’s art. She would 

have the whole closet and would even get to keep some of Dana’s high school clothes. Dana 

hadn’t actually said, ―Isabel, dear sister, you may now have all my old clothes.‖ But she was 

leaving them behind, which, to Isabel, seemed as close to a gift as she would get.  

Isabel looked at the dresser top. Dana had packed up the radio and CD player. She left the 

plug-in phone. The room was quiet. Isabel wondered if her dad would mind giving up the radio 

he had in his workshop. Her room needed something for listening to music--her own music, not 

just what Dana liked. She heard Dana haul her bags towards the front door. She was driving 

with a friend’s family to college. When the door opened, Isabel could feel the fresh breeze gust 

into her room. She pulled herself off the bed and went to the door to say good-bye. Her mother 

was crying. Her father slipped Dana fifty dollars and hugged her. Dana managed to hug her, 

too, and then, without warning, Isabel began to cry. She ran back into her room and shut the 

door. Then she sat on her sister’s bed. She could hear Dana get into the car. The last thing 

she heard was Dana yelling out, ―I’ll see you at Thanksgiving.‖  

Isabel felt better then. Thanksgiving was just three months away. She went to the window and 

watched the car drive out of sight. 

6. Why did Isabel first feel sad when her sister left and then later she felt better?  ( 

Draw Conclusion) 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Where does this story take place? ( Setting) 

 __________________________________________________________________________  

8. What do you think Isabel’s feelings will be when Dana comes home for 

Thanksgiving?  (Prediction) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. What kind of sister is Isabel?  (Characterization) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Section 1.B: Literature 

 
Read this passage. Then answer the question that follow. 
 

What’s in a Name? 

His name was Jack. Jack Russell. It was not easy going through life with the name of a terrier. 

A dog, for Pete’s sake! From about second grade on, kids had made fun of his name, some of 

them making barking sounds when he came into a room. He was actually Jack Russell IV – 

the fourth first son of a first son, named for the original Jack Russell, his great grandfather.  

When the kids first started making fun of him, his parents tried to console him. His mother 

recalled going to school with a girl named Candy Cane. As if to invite ridicule, she wore red 

and white striped clothes. His dad, who hadn’t minded being Jack Russell III, had a different 

tactic. He tried to make him proud of the name with stories about the original Jack Russell - 

sailor, war hero, and inventor. When he moved up from grade school to junior high, he made a 

decision. He’d use his middle name, Harry. At first, it went well. Even his old friends took to 

calling him Harry, and, as far as the kids he’d never met before were concerned, that had 

always been his name. Even his parents and sister started calling him Harry, until he met 

Ciara, the prettiest and smartest girl in sixth grade. 

 ―Hi, I’m Harry,‖ he said, trying to sound nonchalant. ―Wow! That’s my dog’s name!‖ she said, 

as she closed her locker door and walked away with her friends. 

 

1. What is the theme of the story is that?    ( Theme )  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. From the story, how can you describe Jack?     ( Characterization ) 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What do you predict would Jack do after this incident with the girl?  ( Prediction) 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What is the climax of the story? (Plot ) 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. Why did Jack change his name to Harry?  ( Draw conclusion) 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. How can you describe Jack's parents?   ( Characterization ) 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Section 1.C Vocabulary 

Use the following words to write complete and meaningful sentences.  

 
1- aroma 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

2- wince 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

3- slay 

________________________________________________________________________ 

4- hesitate  

________________________________________________________________________ 

5- distinctive  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Section 1.D Proofreading Paragraph 

 

Proofread the following paragraph for errors in the usage of end marks, commas, colons, 

and semicolons . Correct the errors in the lines provided.   

Hint: There is one error in each sentence. 

 

A Good Student 

(1) I was extremely glad  I had been to the freshman orientation, (2) The high school was very 

big, and extended. (3) The orientation helped me a lot  I knew where my classrooms were. (4) I 

had met some of the teachers  And I had a new friend. (5) I met another student who was 

interested in sports, like me, and we were both going to try out for the following;  basketball 

team, football team, and volleyball team.  (6) Today was my first day and it was hard. (7) We 

have four minutes to go from one class; to another. (8) I knew where the classrooms were. (9) 

But I had to go from one end of the building to another. (10) I wanted to go to my locker, and 

leave my book. (11) I was worried about being late. (12) And I was. (13) The math teacher said 

"Just be on time tomorrow ? (14) I allow one late arrival on the first day but that’s it. (15) After 
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that you have to go to the office to get a pass and I will mark you tardy. (16) After you get 3 

tardies you have to serve a detention." (17) I like my art class  too. (18) We just did drawings 

today; and I know it’s going to be great. 

Sentence 1: __________________________ 

Sentence 2: __________________________ 

Sentence 3: __________________________ 

Sentence 4: __________________________ 

Sentence 5: __________________________ 

Sentence 6: __________________________ 

Sentence 7: __________________________ 

Sentence 8: __________________________ 

Sentence 9: __________________________ 

Sentence 10: __________________________ 

Sentence 11: __________________________ 

Sentence 12: __________________________ 

Sentence 13: __________________________ 

Sentence 14: __________________________ 

Sentence 15: __________________________ 

Sentence 16: __________________________ 

Sentence 17: __________________________ 
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Proofread the following paragraph. Then rewrite the paragraph correcting any mistakes in 

adjectives, adverbs, conjunctions, and interjections . Each sentence has one error.   

(1) I like mine English class . (2) Today we wrote  a paragraphs about ourselves. (3) An English  

teacher said to just write what we think. (4) We will focus on grammar late . (5) So I wrote an 

english poem about me. (6) I think it is a perfectly poem. (7) It was time lunch,  but I went to 

the cafeteria. (8) Fastfood was not served there.  (9) Everyone was eating quick. (10) There 

were choices, but tomorrow I will choose different . (11) The food I got today looked goodly, 

but I didn’t like it that much. (12) There is an after school club I can join. (13) It is a club for 

people whom want to learn more about computers. (14) I think I’ll sign up for those.  (15) There 

is a ad for after-school  club. (16) Ouch! It is the chess club.   

Sentence 1: __________________________ 

Sentence 2: __________________________ 

Sentence 3: __________________________ 

Sentence 4: __________________________ 

Sentence 5: __________________________ 

Sentence 6: __________________________ 

Sentence 7: __________________________ 

Sentence 8: __________________________ 

Sentence 9: __________________________ 

Sentence 10: __________________________ 

Sentence 11: __________________________ 

Sentence 12: __________________________ 

Sentence 13: __________________________ 

Sentence 14: __________________________ 

Sentence 15: __________________________ 

Sentence 16: __________________________ 
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Section 1.E Improving Sentences 

 

Do as shown between brackets 

1- My father wanted me to be a doctor. I chose to be a teacher. 
                                                                                                      (Combine the sentences)  

________________________________________________________________________ 

2- My mother bought me a red fur jacket.  
                                                                                                   (Use a comma if needed) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3- Wow? Where did you get it from?  
                                                                                     (Correct the error in the sentence) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

4- We all had extra training for the show. We performed very well. 
                                                                                                                     (Use as a result) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

5- Where have you been, my friend  
                                                                                     (Use the appropriate punctuation) 

________________________________________________________________________  
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