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Section 1.A) Reading Passages 
 
 
Read this passage. Then answer the question that follow. 
 

Get Up 
 
        Bringing a giraffe into the world is a tall order. A baby giraffe falls 10 feet from its mother's 
womb and usually lands on its back. Within seconds it rolls over and tucks its legs under its 
body. From this position it considers the world for the first time and shakes off the last vestiges 
of the birthing fluid from its eyes and ears. Then the mother giraffe rudely introduces its 
offspring to the reality of life. 
        In this book, "A View from the Zoo", Gary Richmond describes how a newborn giraffe 
learns its first lesson. 
        The mother giraffe lowers her head long enough to take a quick look. Then she positions 
herself directly over her calf. She waits for about a minute, and then she does the most 
unreasonable thing. She swings her long, pendulous leg outward and kicks her baby, so that 
the baby is sent sprawling head over heels. 
        When the baby doesn't get up, the violent process is repeated over and over again. The 
struggle to get up is huge. As the baby calf grows tired, the mother kicks it again to stimulate 
its efforts. At last, the baby giraffe stands for the first time on its wobbly legs. 
        Then the mother giraffe does the most remarkable thing. She kicks it off its feet again. 
Why? She wants it to remember how it got up. In the wild, baby giraffes must be able to get up 
as quickly as possible to stay with the herd. There is safety by staying with the herd. Lions, 
hyenas, leopards, and wild hunting dogs all enjoy preying on young giraffes, and they'd get the 
baby, if the mother didn't teach her calf to get up quickly and stay with the herd. 
        The late Irving Stone understood this too. He spent a lifetime studying greatness, writing 
biographies of such men as Michelangelo, Vincent van Gogh, Sigmund Freud, and Charles 
Darwin. 
        Stone was once asked if he had found a thread that runs through the lives of all these 
exceptional people. He said, "I write about people who sometime in their life had a dream of 
something that should be accomplished, then they go to work. 
        "They are beaten over the head, knocked down, vilified, and for years they get nowhere. 
But every time they're knocked down they stand up. You cannot destroy these people. And at 
the end of their lives they've accomplished some modest part of what they set out to do." 
 
1- What does the baby giraffe do when she reaches the world? 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2- What does the mother giraffe do when the baby doesn’t get up? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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3- Why is it always safe for the little giraffe to stay with the herd? 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

4- Do you feel that the mother giraffe is being cruel? If not, defend what she is doing as 

right. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

5- Why does the story tell us about the late author Irving Stone in the middle of a story 
of developing giraffes? Compare mother giraffes and Irving Stone as an author. 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

6- What is the lesson that you have learned from the story? 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7- In context, what does the word “vilified” as used in the final paragraph mean? 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Open-response Questions- Short passages 
Read the following passage. Then answer the questions that follow. 
 

The Dolphin Mystery 
                      by Diane E. Hall 

 
Hallie is a 12-year-old volunteer who works with dolphin trainers at a sea life park. She makes 
sure the tanks are free of any items so that the trainers can train the dolphins to retrieve 
specific items. However, one of the dolphins, Maya, has presented Hallie with a candy wrapper 
from the tank. Kathy, the trainer, tells Hallie she needs to be more careful when she cleans the 
tanks. Upset by this event, Hallie tells her mother, the park’s veterinarian, what has happened. 
 
“Don’t get discouraged, Honey,” Mom said, comforting her with a hug. “It sounds as if you have 
a bit of a mystery to solve. Maya’s getting those things from somewhere. 
Maybe you should do a little spying on her.” During the ride home, Hallie thought about what 
her mom had said. When supper was over and the dishes were put away, Hallie went to her 
room to think some more. By the time she went to bed, she knew exactly what she was going 
to do. 
 
The next morning, Hallie arrived at the park early. She put on her scuba gear and jumped into 
the tank for her usual, underwater sweep. Finding nothing in the tank, she climbed out of the 
water just in time to see Kathy jumping in on the other side. After the conversation they had 
yesterday, Hallie knew what she was doing. She watched as Kathy performed her underwater 
search, but Hallie wasn’t surprised when she surfaced empty-handed. During the tank sweeps, 
Maya had been swimming playfully, but now the dolphin stopped suddenly and darted to the 
rear of the tank where the filter box was located. She stuck her nose down behind the box and 
then swam away. 
 
Hallie jumped back into the water and swam over to the rear of the tank. What was Maya 
doing back here? she wondered. When she looked behind the box, her question was 
answered. Hallie swam across the tank following Maya’s path and emerged from the water to 
find Kathy removing her scuba gear. As Kathy turned around, her mouth dropped open. There 
was Maya at the edge of the tank with a comb in her mouth waiting for her treat. 
 
“Maya! Where did you get that?” demanded Kathy, taking the comb and tossing her a fish. 
 
“I know where she got it,” declared Hallie crawling out of the tank with a handful of items still 
wet from their watery, resting place. 
 
“What’s all this?” Kathy asked, obviously confused. 
 
“This is Maya’s secret stash,” proclaimed Hallie with a big grin. “Something strange had been 
going on. You didn’t think I was doing a good job, but I knew I was. I decided to spy on Maya. 
When you got out of the tank, she swam over to the filter box. I jumped back in to check it out. 
This is the stuff 
I found.” 
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From the look on Kathy’s face, Hallie knew everything was beginning to make sense. 
 
“Do you remember the other day you said that Maya really liked her treats?” asked Kathy. 
 
“Well, I think this was more than a training exercise for Maya. I think it was a contest and you 
were her opponent. Every time you found something in the tank, that meant one less fish for 
Maya. She couldn’t bring all the items to me at once, so she found a hiding place for them. 
That way you came up empty-handed, but Maya would always get her treat.” 
 
“Okay, Maya,” said Hallie facing the dolphin, “you win! The treats are all yours.” 
Maya dove to the bottom of the tank, then leapt out of the water, turning a somersault in 
midair. Hallie and Kathy stood there staring. Maya was smart, but had she actually understood 
what Hallie said?  
 
They turned and looked at each other and burst out laughing. 
Shaking their heads in disbelief, they reached for the bucket of fish. Maya deserved the treat. 
 
 
1- From whose point of view is the story narrated? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2- Why did the author include the scene between Hallie and her mother ? 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3- How does Hallie solve the “mystery” in the story? 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4- Decribe Hallie’s Character. Support your description from the passage.  
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5- Read this sentence from the passage. 
Hallie swam across the tank following Maya’s path and emerged from the water to find Kathy 
removing her scuba gear. 
In this sentence, what does the word “emerged” mean? 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



English Department                                                   Revision # 2-  Extended Questions        Page 6 

 

Section 1.B: Literature 

 

In “Four Skinny trees,”, Sandra Cisneros identifies with the four surviving trees in her 

neighborhood.  

 

 They are the only ones who understand me. I am the only one who understands them. 

Four skinny trees with skinny necks and pointy elbows like mine. Four who do not belong here 

but are here. Four raggedy excuses planted by the city. From our room we can hear them, but 

Nenny just sleeps and doesn’t appreciate these things.  

 

          Their strength is secret. They send ferocious roots beneath the ground. They grow up 

and they grow down and grab the earth between their hairy toes and bite the sky with violent 

teeth and never quit their anger. This is how they keep. 

 

               Let one forget his reason for being , they’d all drop like tulips in a glass, each with 

their arms around the other. Keep, keep, keep, tress say when I sleep. They teach. 

 

              When I am too sad and too skinny to keep keeping, when I am a tiny thing against so 

many bricks, then it is I look at trees. When there is nothing else to look at on this street. Four 

who grow despite concrete. Four who reach and don’t forget to reach. Four whose only reason 

is to be and be. 

 

1- Where does the story take place? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

2- What could be the lesson that the trees might teach? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

3- What does the speaker get from the trees? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

4- What is the key to the trees’ survival in their environment?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

5- What is the goal of both the trees and the speaker? 
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6- From which point of view is the story narrated? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

7- Describe in detail the speaker’s conflict? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

I believe that school uniforms are an all-round idea. When students at our school started 

wearing uniforms, there was an immediate reaction. Student behavior began to change for the 

better. There were fewer classroom interruption and hallway disturbances. Students seemed 

to care less about what they are wearing and more about what they are learning.  

      

1- What is the author’s purpose in writing the passage? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

Marlena wheeled her cart down the aisle and paused in front of the cold cereals. She took a 
box of bran flakes from the shelf without comparing prices as she usually did. Her mind was 
elsewhere–on the science test her teacher had announced a few hours before. Marlena 
always got high grades in school, but she still worried about tests. She was worrying now as 
she went into the bread aisle and absently dropped a package of regular English muffins into 
her cart, even though she and her parents preferred the whole wheat muffins. As she 
approached the checkout area, Marlena hoped the lines were not too long, because she 
wanted to get home and study before supper. 

 
1. From the details in the selection, what inference can you make about Marlena’s 
location? 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

2. From the details in the selection, what inference can you draw about the character of 
Marlena? 
___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Section 1.C Vocabulary 

Use the following words to write complete and meaningful sentences.  

 
1- slack (v.) 

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
2- obnovious (adj.) 
________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
3- stride (v.) 

___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
4- sulky (adj.) 

___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

5- menace (n.) 
___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Section 1.D Proofreading Paragraph 

 

Proofread the following paragraph for errors in the usage of nouns, pronouns, adjectives, 

commas, or end marks . Correct the errors in the lines provided.   

Hint: There is one error in each sentence. 

 
 

(1) With the Olympic trials six months away Mellie McBride swims her laps with instinctive 

precision. (2) Through dedication and hard work she had won a place on the U.S. National 

Junior Swim Team. (3) Now her dreams of an Olympic gold medal are within their grasp. (4) 

The perfectly rhythm of her swimming strokes and the strength of her kicks have produced a 

swimmer capable of record-breaking times. (5) Her three coaches’ applause at the end of 

every practice reinforces the knowledges that her dedication will soon be rewarded.  

 

Sentence 1: __________________________ 

Sentence 2: __________________________ 

Sentence 3: __________________________ 

Sentence 4: __________________________ 

Sentence 5: __________________________ 

 

Section 1.E Improving Sentences 

Do as shown between brackets 

1. It took a long time to build a huge modern store in our neighborhood.      
                                                                   (Use commas where needed) 
_______________________________ 
 

2. The students have enthusiastic participated in the sports event. 
                                                                     (Correct the error in the sentence) 
_______________________________ 

 

3. I spent a complete hour trying to figure out the steps of solving this math problem. I 
answered a similar one in class yesterday. 
                                 (Combine the two sentences using a subordinating conjunction) 
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________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 


