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Section 1.A) Reading Passages 

 
Open-response Questions- Short passages 
Read the following passage. Then answer the questions that follow. 
 

The Merchant and the Deaf Mute 
by H. A. S. Johnston 

 
       A merchant burdened with many goods was once travelling on the road when he met 
another man. „Are your loads too heavy for you?‟ asked the stranger. „They certainly are‟ said 
the merchant. „Let me take half of them then‟ said the stranger. 
       So the merchant set down his burden and divided his goods into two. He gave half of 
them to the stranger and they went on together until they came to the town. The merchant then 
said: „This is the quarter where I lodge so I‟ll take my things now.‟ 
       Instead of replying, however, the stranger started gabbling like a deaf mute. The merchant 
tried to seize his goods but the stranger clung on to them. They struggled together, the 
merchant saying „Let go of my loads‟ and the stranger still gabbling in a way that none could 
understand. Bystanders came up and tried to separate them but the quarrel had got out of 
hand and so they were marched off to court.  
      In the court the Alkali, or Judge, asked the merchant for his version of what had happened 
and the merchant said: “I was returning from a journey when I fell in with this man on the road. 
He said “It looks as if your load is too heavy for you” and I admitted that it was, so he said “Let 
me take half”. I therefore gave him half and he carried it for me. We went along talking until we 
came to the town and then I said “This is the quarter where I lodge so I‟ll take my things now‟” 
but at this he started gabbling like a deaf mute. We came to blows and people tried to separate 
us but it was no good and so they brought us along to you.” 
       The Judge turned to the people in the court and asked them for their opinion. 
       „It‟s obvious‟ they replied. „The merchant saw that this poor man was a deaf mute so he 
tried to trick him. What a thing to do!‟ 
       „Have you a witness?‟ the Judge asked the merchant. 
       „No‟ said the merchant. „There were only the two of us.‟ 
       „Then begone,‟ said the Judge. „You are lying.‟ 
        So the merchant went away and found a lodging in the town and started trading with the 
rest of his goods. Soon afterwards a friend of his, a very sharp man, found him there and said: 
„Why So-and-so, when you overtook me on the road you had great quantities of goods but now 
I see that you have very little left. What has happened?‟ „Stupidity‟s at the bottom of it all‟ said 
the merchant and told him the whole story. When he had finished the friend said: „Are you 
quite sure that this man spoke to you at the beginning?‟  
       „Absolutely certain‟ said the merchant. 
       „Is he here in the town?‟ asked the friend.  
       „Yes, he‟s here‟ said the merchant.  
       „Well‟ said the friend, „I can understand what deaf mutes say so you go and tell the Judge 
that you have found someone who knows their language.‟             
       The merchant therefore went back to the court with his friend. The Judge laughed at what      
he had to say but nevertheless he sent for the deaf mute. 
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       When the deaf mute arrived the proceedings began afresh and the Judge ordered the 
merchant to tell his story again. „My story has already been told‟ said the merchant, „so let the 
deaf mute now tell his.‟ 
      The usher then gave the deaf mute a nudge and he started gabbling as before. After a 
while the merchant‟s friend suddenly shouted „Wait‟ and the deaf mute was made to stop.  
      The friend then turned to the Judge and said: „Alkali, this man has been abusing you most 
vilely.‟ 
      „I never‟ roared the pretended deaf mute and thereby gave himself away. The Judge had 
him arrested and flogged and then he restored all the disputed goods to the merchant. 
 
1- Was the merchant one of the town’s inhabitants? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2- How did the people in the court most likely feel toward the deaf mute when they first 
met him? 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3- How did the merchant feel when he was accused of trickery? Why didn’t he defend 

himself? Would you to act the same if you were in the merchant’s place? Please explain 

your answer. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

4- Do you think the trickster was clever or stupid? Explain your answer. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

5- Do you think the friend could actually understand the deaf mute? Please explain your 

answer using details from the story. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________  
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6- What strategy does the author use to make this story interesting? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

7- Was the judge fair enough with the merchant? Comment on the judge’s verdict. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read this passage. Then answer the questions that follow. 

Little Women 

by Louisa May Alcott 

Beth, Meg, and Jo March are the daughters of Mrs. March. Their next-door neighbor is an 

elderly, rich man named Mr. Laurence, who is raising his grandson, Laurie. Beth is very shy 

and perceives Mr. Laurence to be a grumpy man. 

Beth Finds the Palace Beautiful 

       But Beth, though yearning for the grand piano, could not pluck up courage to go to the 

„Mansion of Bliss,‟ as Meg called it. She went once with Jo, but the old gentleman, not being 

aware of her infirmity, stared at her so hard from under his heavy eyebrows, and said “Hey!” so 

loud, that he frightened her so much her „feet chattered on the floor,‟ she never told her 

mother, and she ran away, declaring she would never go there any more, not even for the dear 

piano. 

      No persuasions or enticements could overcome her fear, till, the fact coming to Mr. 

Laurence‟s ear in some mysterious way, he set about mending matters. During one of the brief 

calls he made, he artfully led the conversation to music, and talked away about great singers 

whom he had seen, fine organs he had heard, and told such charming anecdotes that Beth 

found it impossible to stay in her distant corner, but crept nearer and nearer, as if fascinated. 

At the back of his chair she stopped and stood listening, with her great eyes wide open and 

her cheeks red with excitement of this unusual performance. Taking no more notice of her than 

if she had been a fly, Mr. Laurence talked on about Laurie‟s lessons and teachers. And 

presently, as if the idea had just occurred to him, he said to Mrs. March: 

     “The boy neglects his music now, and I‟m glad of it, for he was getting too fond of it. But the 

piano suffers for want of use. Wouldn‟t some of your girls like to run over, and practice on it 

now and then, just to keep it in tune, you know, ma‟am?” 
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      Beth took a step forward, and pressed her hands tightly together to keep from clapping 

them, for this was an irresistible temptation, and the thought of practicing on that splendid 

instrument quite took her breath away. Before Mrs. March could reply, Mr. Laurence went on 

with an odd little nod and smile. “They needn‟t see or speak to anyone, but run in at any time. 

For I‟m shut up in my study at the other end of the house, Laurie is out a great deal, and the 

servants are never near the drawing room after nine o‟clock.” 

     Here he rose, as if going, and Beth made up her mind to speak, for that last arrangement 

left nothing to be desired. “Please, tell the young ladies what I say, and if they don't care to 

come, why, never mind.” Here a little hand slipped into his, and Beth looked up at him with a 

face full of gratitude, as she said, in her earnest yet timid way. 

     “Oh sir, they do care, very very much!” 

      “Are you the musical girl?” he asked, without any startling “Hey!” as he looked down at her 

very kindly. 

      “I‟m Beth. I love it dearly, and I‟ll come, if you are quite sure nobody will hear me, and be 

disturbed,” she added, fearing to be rude, and trembling at her own boldness as she spoke. 

      “Not a soul, my dear. The house is empty half the day, so come and drum away as much 

as you like, and I shall be obliged to you.” 

      “How kind you are, sir!” 

 

1- Why would Beth never go to Mr. Laurence house anymore? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2- What did Mr. Laurence do to mend matters with Beth? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3- Did Mr. Laurence purposefully frighten Beth? Use details from the text to support 

your answer. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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4- What sort of girl is Beth? Support your answer from the text. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

5- “Taking no more notice of her than if she had been a fly”  

Reread the sentence above. Why do you think Mr. Laurence ignored Beth’s presence? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6- Was Mr. Laurence interested in music when he was young? How does he probably 

spend most of his time now? Support your answer from the text. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

7- How can you describe Mr. Laurence’s character? Use details from the passage to 

support your answer. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

8- Was Beth able to overcome her fear at the end of the passage? Support your answer 

from the passage. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Section 1.B: Literature 

 

Ahmad leaned back on the inflatable raft.  It was too hot to paddle and he needed to conserve 

his energy.  He had been lost at sea for the last three days.  He was out of food and water, 

and he only had one emergency flare left.  Yesterday he saw a plane pass overhead.  He lit 

two flares, hoping to attract the attention of the pilot.  The plane did not turn around. Ahmad 

used the map he had salvaged from the wreck as a makeshift visor.  He knew that continued 

exposure to the sun would kill him sooner than anything else.  Then he saw a small blob on 

the horizon.  He could do nothing but wait.  Twenty minutes later, the blob had grown to the 

shape of a yacht.  It appeared to be a cruise ship of some sort.  It was about five hundred 

yards away.  While Ahmad could see the yacht, it was unlikely that anyone on the cruise ship 

could see Ahmad's tiny raft from that distance.  Ahmad knew he had to try anyway.  He tied his 

sweater to his oar and began waving it in the air.  He was exhausted, but he mustered the 

strength.  As the yacht appeared to be sailing away, Ahmad made one last-ditch effort and 

fired the emergency flare.  The small flare shot up about twenty feet in the air and popped. 

Ahmad lowered his head in dismay.  Then he heard a loud toot.  The ship appeared to be 

turning.  He heard the ship toot its horn again as it continued turning toward Ahmad.  He 

jumped up and down in the life raft and continued waving the makeshift flag he had 

constructed... 

Q1. What event is most likely to occur next? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Q2. What evidence from the text supports your prediction? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Q.3 what is the author’s purpose of writing this passage? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Q.4 What is the overall mood of the story? Support your answer with details from the 

passage. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Section 1.C Vocabulary 

Use the following words to write complete and meaningful sentences.  

 
1- wretched (adj.) 

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
2- cease  (v.) 
________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
3- derision (n.) 

___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
4- infraction (n.) 

___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

5- truncate (v.) 
___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Section 1.D Proofreading Paragraph 

 

Proofread the following paragraph for errors in the usage of Nouns, commas, and semi 

colons and colons . Correct the errors in the lines provided.   

Hint: There is one error in each sentence. 

 
 

(1) Four of the most interesting cave systems in Texas include: Innerspace Caverns ,Natural 

bridge Caverns, Caverns of Sonora ,and Longhorn Caverns. (2) Longhorn Caverns in burnet 

Country has a fascinating history.  (3) In the 1870s, the outlaw Sam Bass hid successfully in 

longhorn Caverns on several occasions however he was later killed during a robbery in the 

town of round rock (4)Today you can go on a tour of the caverns. (5) If you go, make sure you 

bring the following items a flashlight, a camera, and good walking shoes. 

 

Sentence 1: __________________________ 

Sentence 2: __________________________ 

Sentence 3: __________________________ 

Sentence 4: __________________________ 

Sentence 5: __________________________ 

 

Section 1.E Improving Sentences 

Do as shown between brackets 

1. Sara and I predicted that the champion will be him , but no one believed us.     
                                                                   (Correct the error in using pronouns) 
_______________________________ 
 

2. Katie dribbled the ball in a skillfully manner, and then she shot it directly at the basket. 
                                                                     (Correct the error in using adverbs) 
_______________________________ 

 

3. We had so many projects and assignments. We were under stress. 
                                 (Combine the two sentences using a subordinating conjunction) 

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 


